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Dear Friends,  

 

This year, do you wonder what Christmas is going to look like? Approaching that first Christmas when 

Christ was born, Mary and Joseph probably also wondered what was going to happen. The period in 

which they lived in, could be described as the worst and the best of times – it was the worst of times 

when the armies of Caesar Augustus, the first Emperor of Rome, were on an expansionist mission. 

Herod the great, who was the vassal king of the Jews in Judea, was a despot - during his reign violence, 

suffering and fear were common place. It was also the best of times as Mary said yes to the will of God, 

to bring forth light and life to the world in the person of Jesus Christ. In spite of all the unknowns, she 

burst into song: My heart praises the Lord; my soul is glad because of God my Saviour, for he has 

remembered me, his lowly servant! (Luke 1: 46-48) 

 

This year, we have witnessed the expansion, not of Caesar, but of Covid-19, an unseen global enemy 

that is causing devastation in its wake – The impact continues: there are individuals grieving the loss 

of so many loved ones, there is an increase in seemingly senseless and random acts of violence, job 

losses and economic insecurity, and an increase in mental and physical stress and illness. We have 

seen the self-centredness and selfishness of some, yet many others have shown selflessness in 

lending a helping hand to others. Many individuals have and continue to raise money for various 

charities, and some, as in the case of Captain Tom, doing so despite physical limitations. We have 

seen the humility and dignity of others, such as, Marcus Rashford, dismantling the stereo types of 

footballers in initiating a campaign for free school meal vouchers. The NHS health care staff, care 

workers are on the frontline battling against the virus, and those in low paid jobs have joined them in 

becoming keyworkers. We have all had to make adjustments to our way of life, (the churches are using 

a lot more digital technology than before, and I am as well), and some of us have been unsettled by 

certain events. Indeed, the pandemic, among other factors, have revealed the worst and best of 

humanity – there is good and evil, light and darkness, wisdom and folly in our world.  

 

What Christmas would look like, is an unknown at the moment, but we can pray and hope for the best. 

More importantly, as Christians, let this Christmas be a time to re-evaluate our priorities, focusing on 

what really matters. Let it be a time to celebrate the simplicity of that first Christmas, that symbolised 

pain and suffering, but also hope in the midst of it; saying as Mary did - My heart praises the Lord; my 

soul is glad because of God my Saviour, for he has remembered me, his lowly servant! (Luke 1: 46-

48). Then, as we begin a new year, let’s take with us the reassurance that God remembers us and will 

always be there for us. This virus is not forever, but God’s love and faithfulness lasts forever. God 
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wants us to become a community of light and hope to the world, letting others know that the worst of 

times can be the best of times, if we acknowledge and allow him to be in control: for there is nothing 

that God cannot do (Luke 1: 37). I hope and pray that we would stay on track, allowing Christ to take 

his rightful place in our lives. I also hope that we would embrace the challenges and change in the new 

year, as we meet people where they are in structured and less structured ways.  

 

At this time, please know that my thoughts and prayers are with you all, especially those who have 

suffered bereavement during the year, and with those who are ill, or going through a difficult phase.  

Have a joy-filled Christmas, and a blessed 2021! 

Irene John 
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Remembrance Sunday – a Day to Remember 
 

Yes, a day to remember indeed. What an excellent Zoom service we had, the choice of hymns, the 

readings, the prayers, the presentation, and the timings all helped this special service to knit together, 

well done to Revd. Irene and all who helped. 

Of course, this was far from what we normally have at Garstang as we gather together for the two 

minutes silence after our service in what is often cold and wet weather. 

 

I will remember the day for different reasons also. After lunch I went into the garden, fell down some 

steps and landed on the hard-paving stones below, I could not move. An ambulance was called and 

after a long wait it finally arrived. 

During the time that I laid there my mind wandered as I thought of the Remembrance Service in the 

morning, I thought of the poor souls laid out on the battle fields many years ago, possibly alone, injured, 

dying, waiting for help to come. There might have been the frightening sounds of bombs, of bullets 

flying around, of aircraft, of shouts from other wounded soldiers. 

My wait was easy in comparison, Hilary was with me, I knew that I was safe, the ambulance would 

arrive, and that my needs would be attended to; and they were. 

 

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning - We will remember them”.        

 

David Ralphs 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday this year was very different with no 

service at church or at the War Memorial. The day before, 

Stella Clarke and Mary Thornber laid a wreath on the Peace 

Plough in the Bible Garden from Members and Friends of 

Garstang United Reform Church. 
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Isolation 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters,  

 

What a year we are having and what challenges we are facing 

both nationally, locally, and personally. Throughout the year, I 

have prayed, meditated, and even asked God, what I as a 

Christian can do better both for me, the gorgeous redhead, and 

others.  

 

I will state now, I have not watched mainstream news medias, 

nor have I purchased a newspaper, and I can say I feel the better 

for it. For the snippets of news, I have observed or heard, it has 

been nothing but negativity. Yet what I have witnessed myself 

personally is pure Christian love and community spirit both here 

in sunny Knott End and in other wider communities. I have 

always talked too as well as checked upon my neighbours, 

however, I have seen neighbours who normally who just smile and give a nod of the head, now openly 

conversing with each other, asking how they are, how they are coping and more importantly is there 

anything they can do to help.  

 

Do you know what, I don’t want it to stop, yet, it has to.  There are very serious underlining ailments, 

both mental and physical, occurring.  If not treated they will have very deep long-term consequences 

for the vulnerable individuals, their family’s and the wider community members. 

 

Over the past month I have reflected on the lockdown with a view to writing this article, and it brought 

to mind the time I was in the Royal Navy and I became a submariner. Once I had completed my basic 

training at HMS Dolphin, I was assigned to HMS Repulse, a Polaris nuclear submarine. On joining the 

crew, I was informed by my divisional officer that I was on trial, I was not yet a submariner and so I was 

still a ‘skimmer’. (The nickname for those who sail above the waves). He went on to inform me that on 

the three-month deployment, I was to carry out my catering duties as well as learning everything about 

the sub, and I would face a panel of three crew members, and would be tested on my knowledge both 

written and verbally. Finally, he told me that as a skimmer, until I was awarded my dolphins, I was not 

permitted to any rest time nor interaction with other members of the boat, other than for the business 

of the day. And so, we set out on our patrol, the submarine dived, and it did not surface for the next 

three months, as with all patrols. I was one of five skimmers looking to achieve and receive their 

dolphins.  

 

So, how can that have any meaning today.  Well, the only persons that spoke to me were in connection 

with my job role, my immediate superiors, my divisional officer, and the Captain of the Submarine. I 

coped very well, I was alone, in my own company, yet I was part of a team and in the middle of a crowd, 

within a very confined space with no windows.  Submarines do not have windows at the front, like 

Captain Nemo and I could not nip out and get some fresh air. I got myself into a routine and if ever I 

did forget my place about conversing, many members of the crew were very quick to put me right. 

When not on duty, my recreational time was spent reading the various manuals or attending technical 

briefings. 
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Five weeks into the patrol, when I was in the missile compartment and reading my bible which was 

hidden within a manual, you’ve guessed it, the chief of the dept walked past, he saw what I was reading, 

stared sharply, said nothing and walked away. I wanted to scream, ‘why me!’ and again in a 

conversation with God, told him off for getting me into trouble. I waited for the fallout to happen, whereby 

I was to be hung drawn and quartered. Nothing happened, hours passed. I went to my bunk, fell asleep, 

next day no one mentioned it, then during the watch, the Captain asked if I would go to his cabin, dun, 

dun dunnnnnn…...   

 

On entering, I saw a similar manual on his desk, and he inquired as to how I was coping and what 

manual I was currently on.  I pointed to the one on his desk and before he said anything I blurted out 

“Alright, do your worst, Ok, yes, I was reading my bible and I was having a moment alone with God 

and his word…. Go on punish me, and no doubt, those lot out there will gladly put me in a torpedo tube 

and fire me back to the surface.” (I can be a drama queen when needed).  

 

He beckoned me to sit, he poured me a coffee, I tried so hard to stop the tears from bursting out, my 

fists were tight, and I just sat. He queried as to why I did not attend Sunday service, (I was never told 

they held one), I just looked and said nothing, no way were they going to break me. After what seemed 

an eternity he just said, “well I am glad we had this conversation, and as of now you are to find time in 

that busy schedule of yours to attend Sunday worship.” I just replied with “Sir!”, coffee cup went down, 

just as I was stepping out of his cabin he said “ Lamb, Matthew 6: 6 and if you ever speak in that tone 

again, I will be the one putting you in the torpedo tube, good day.”  

I left his cabin, went to the heads (bathroom) and alone in a cubicle, cried. The patrol after that seemed 

to go a little easier, and I was one of the two out of the five to pass and received my dolphins.  

 

The passage I was reading at the time when the Chief saw me was Joshua 1:9.  

 

I have never felt as isolated again as I was then, but I learnt that when you have the love of God there 

is nothing in this life that can harm you. In my personal life I am extremely blessed to have both God 

and the gorgeous redhead. 

 

Please if you feel lonely, call out, to both God and to a friend or neighbour, never feel you are alone.  

We are never ever alone and God is always listening. 

Chris Lamb 

 

 

 

Ann Wicks has been thinking about these strange times and penned her thoughts on lockdown. 

 

Count your Blessings 
 

So OK, we are in lockdown. I cannot go outside for a walk, so I stay in. I have a home which is 

comfortable, warm and cosy. There are those without homes. I have food. I have friends – just a 

telephone away. I have many blessings. So OK, we are in lockdown, I am looked after. Count your 

blessings. Ann Wicks. 
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Whilst Sally Watson has written a prayer with these times in mind. 

 

A prayer for these times 
 

After a year filled with darkness and desperation, Lord, we look forward to celebrating your birth with 

hope and expectation. Fill us with renewed sense of your healing power. 

Bring comfort to the grieving; those who have lost loved ones, lost employment and businesses and a 

contented way of life.  

Bring hope for the future to those who must start again or find a new path.  

Bring faith and inspiration to us so that we are able to respond to Your call to be Your loving servants 

in a hurting world.  

Enter our lives, and those we care for, again. Lift us out of our apathy, despondency and fear and fill 

our lives with rejoicing. Surround us with the peace of knowing your presence with us no matter what 

life brings. After the darkness of 2020 we look forward with joy and hope to a life celebrating and sharing 

your love for all creation. AMEN 

 

 

Meanwhile Stella Clarke has spent a few days at Rydal Hall, Grasmere and took this lovely photo of  

autumn tints on one of her walks.  
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Mary Margaret Atkinson (nee Woods) 
 

As many of you already know, Mary Atkinson died peacefully earlier this month from cancer. Her funeral 

service was held on Wednesday, 18th November at Lancaster & Morecambe Crematorium and was 

conducted by Revd. Dr. Irene John. Gwynfor Williams wrote and gave this illuminating and moving 

eulogy of Mary and would like to share it with all her friends at church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Margaret Woods  born at No 25 the Crescent Chorley on August 3 rd 1933. The only child of 

Thomas and Jean Woods Mary was baptized at Hollinshead Street Congregational Church Chorley. 

Mary’s   grandparents lived in a large house named Clayton Fields in Whittle-le Woods and were 

engaged in the cotton industry.  The slump of the early 30s saw a change in their fortunes. 

Grandparents sold up and with their son Thomas wife Jean and Mary they moved to a detached house 

in Catterall and became poultry farmers.  

 

About 1936 Thomas, Jean and Mary moved to Overdale at 31 Croston Road. Thomas was now working 

in the busy Garstang Ribble Bus depot and became a Deacon and Treasurer at the then 

Congregational Church.  Mary attended Sunday school and with her fellow pupils was successful in 

several examinations based on The Bible or “The Peoples Book”.  She loved playing tennis and could 

be often seen on the courts located in the fields below Oaklands on Dimples Lane. During the long 

summer evenings cycling was also enjoyed with trips as far as Knott End. 
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Mary went to St Thomas School and passed the then 11plus and securing access to Lancaster Girls 

Grammar School. In 1951 she attended Hull Municipal Training College.  Now a qualified teacher Mary 

stayed in Yorkshire taking up a teaching post at Wind Hill Church of England Junior School in Shipley. 

In 1953 Mary thought that she was going to St Barnabas School in Bradford for 2-3 months on supply 

but ended up there for 26 years!  Mary used to sum up the situation “children used to come to school 

not suitably dressed for the weather so I used to take my old cardigans in”. 

 

In 1956 she married Harry Atkinson at Garstang URC with the reception in the Oddfellows Hall 

opposite.  Harry was a keen cricketer and played in the Bradford Mutual Sunday School League.  Mary 

would accompany him and soon she was promoted to league scorer.  One of the grounds was at 

Westfield on Idle Road, or as Mary explained it should have been High Dale Road; they drop their Hs 

in West Yorkshire.  She had great delight in telling me that down Idle Road was “The Idle Working 

Men’s Club”. 

 

The Education Authority in their wisdom decided to offer early retirement or as Mary would say “get rid 

of us that were on full time pay”.  So, in 1979 Mary retired from full time teaching. Harry and Mary 

fulfilled their dream of returning to Garstang and in June 2000 moved to 31 Hawthorne Avenue.  About 

three years later Harry fell ill and died.  Mary had resumed her fellowship at the now United Reformed 

Church becoming an Elder on Easter Sunday the 8th of April 2012. 

 

Mary was diagnosed with diabetes and this affected her ability to walk.  She made a good recovery 

only to be told she had breast cancer. It is following this that I would pick her up for Church and to 

Lancaster Hospital for her oncology treatment. We enjoyed plays, musicals with reference to 

performances given by Garstang Theatre Group and Garstang Musical Productions.  Her favourite 

local choirs were The June Baker Singers and Elswick Singers.  From the audience she would give me 

as a performer an approving nod and smile when I hit the right notes.  We shared meal times and 

Monday evening watching University Challenge.  Mary usually won due to her superior knowledge of 

literature poetry and books. On the subject of books, her collection extends to some hundreds, the 

Wycliffe Series of “who done it” and detective mysteries being her favourites. 

 

Mary had several interests, painting at the Art’s Centre the History Society, gardening, and the 

Women’s Institute.  She was a true animal lover supporting several charities engaged in their welfare. 

She would not allow any chemicals near her garden and insisted that even a slug was sacred and there 

as part of God’s plan. 

 

As Mary deteriorated, we established ways of overcoming most practical everyday issues and became 

a good team. The more the problem the stronger the team. Did the team at times disagree, oh yes it 

did, did it fall out, no. The last three years were not easy, she had been told that the cancer was 

advancing. She often said “not so good to-day but better than yesterday”. As her body weakened her 

spirit strengthened and there were times when she was my rock. Mary will live on in our hearts and 

through her generosity to her chosen charities. Out thanks go to Dr Eaton (Oncology Department) and 

staff at The Royal Lancaster Infirmary.  To  Josie and the Clinical Nurse Specialist Team at St John’s 

Hospice. To Laurel Bank Care Home; thank you for the love and comfort given to Mary in her final 

days. On a personal note may I thank the United Reformed Church for your support and if I may say a 

special thank you to Mary Thornber, Barrie Mason and Bob Storey.  

 

Mary Atkinson it has been good knowing you.  Gwynfor Williams 
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Synod by Zoom 
 

A Zoom Synod was not on one day, but became multiple sessions ( or at least three different dates!).  

I tuned into the first and the last,  the first being actually YouTube …. so no input from delegates.  Our 

Moderator, the Rev Brian Jolly, gave thanks especially to our own Mike (Hart), who had temporarily 

filled the role of Synod Clerk, ( because Brian had been Synod Clerk until raised to Moderator) .... thus 

leaving a gap for Mike, as Synod Treasurer, to fill, until new Synod Clerk, Tim Hopley, was able to take 

over! Mike remains on the Synod Executive, and, it turned out, had a large role to play at the final 

session on November 14th!   

 

Synod structure and its connections with local churches is the big ongoing subject, and we will be 

hearing more about Missional Partnerships and the more direct links with churches such as ours.  I 

suggest that eventually Mike will be able to speak directly to us by next summer - when we MAY be 

able to sit in a Church meeting again ( on chairs, next to each other, I hope!).   

 

However, the first ‘gathering’ in October featured some ‘Good News’ stories...ELSWICK had organised 

a Youth Eco day;  up in CUMBRIA, Rev Martin Coe described the Cumbria Partnership, a new 

Ecumenical Ministry in the Western Dales, plus Kendal URC new buildings;  in SOUTH LANCS , some 

churches had provided ‘ Meals for the Isolated’ , .two short services every Sunday plus a cafe providing 

lunches!  

 

This was followed by Marion Tugwood on behalf of the Pastoral Committee, speaking of present 

deployment problems, i.e. a shortage of Ministers, and questions of presidency at Sacraments if no 

ordained Minister. 

Mike gave his Finance report, and an update on the Manse scheme, plus closures of church buildings, 

with all the attendant problems. 

 

A second Synod gathering was on Zoom for questions and answers, which I wasn’t able to join in, but 

some cropped up at the most recent session (14th November). 

However, this third -Zoom- session was beset by gremlins at first, not easy to resolve by some unseen 

persons!  And it included Mike’s initial problem with a power-cut in his own home!   

There were four Resolutions for delegates to vote for, but only the first involved much discussion.  This 

was concerning the new Structure for working with Synod committees and churches .... needs to be 

more invested in PEOPLE rather than structures! ....  Help with technical expertise in this technical 

world .... 

Mike spoke about how essential it is for Synod to recognise LOCAL CHURCHES MATTER !  

widespread geographically .... limited understanding of the structures? so, views of each local church 

matter. 

Missional Partnerships /Trust functions/executive Synod, all need to fulfil URC requirements.  Missional 

development Network .... 

 

Various triangles tried to describe the forward thinking, but as I did not write down the Resolution 

wording, we will need to pick Mike’s brains for more understanding!   

 

Hopefully, by next summer, A NORMAL SYNOD GATHERING!  Well done to all involved with this last 

one!             

June 
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Advent Bible Study 
 

 

Revd. Dr. Irene John will be holding three Bible Study sessions online via Zoom. The dates are; 

Thursday 3rd. December, Thursday, 10th. December and Thursday, 17th December all at 7:30pm. 

Please contact Revd. Irene for a Zoom invitation by email to flagminister@hotmail.com or by phone 

01524 923736. 

 

 

A Big Thank You 
 

Thank you everyone for the cards, emails, telephone calls and offers of help we received after Peter’s 

recent accident and stay in hospital. The reassurance of being on the Prayer List and the loving concern 

shown to both of us lifted our Spirits enormously. God Bless You All.  

Peter and Mary Thornber. 

 

 

 

North Lancashire Partnership Coffee Morning 
 

Daleen invites you to join her on an online Advent Coffee morning with others in the North Lancashire 

Partnership on Thursday 17th December at 

10.00am. Please join her for a brief act of 

devotion and fellowship around the coffee 

table. 

If you fancy popping in, all you have to do is 

send an email telling her that you want an 

invite, if you are not on regular Coffee 

morning contact list.  Don’t forget to bring 

your coffee/tea in your favourite cup. 

Looking forward to see you all for a time of 

fellowship and faith sharing. 

Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:flagminister@hotmail.com
mailto:Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk
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December’s Church Services at Garstang 
 

There will be two online services by Zoom this month. Please contact Revd. Irene for a Zoom invitation 

by email to flagminister@hotmail.com or by phone 01524 923736. 

 

                         

                        13th December, 10:45am, Communion Service 

                         20th December, 10:45am, Lessons and Carols 

 

 

 

 

December’s Church Services at Forton 
 

 6th December, 2nd Sunday of Advent, Susan Redmayne 9.15am 

13th December, 3rd Sunday of Advent,  Revd. Dr. Irene John, Communion 

20th December, 4th Sunday of Advent, Candlelight Service, Elders 2.00pm 

 

Hopefully the Lockdown will be clear by the 6th December and so whilst 

we have missed the first service in Advent, we shall continue weekly 

from the 2nd Sunday of Advent. 

At each of the Advent services we shall be treated by and increasing 

number of carols played by Mike Cook on the violin leading up to the 

candle light service on the 20th. Whilst it will be a smaller service than 

planned, we can still celebrate the birth of Jesus in the way he came 

into the world, quietly without the need for tinsel. 

The Nativity scene will be on display and lit outside church from the first 

Sunday ion Advent. Hopefully our Nativity Festival will re-appear for 

Christmas 2021. 

 

 

Thinking of all things Christmas, Sally Watson has sent in this Christmas prayer. 

 

God with us 
 

God, who came to earth as a tiny babe to bring love and healing into a suffering world; 

Our Saviour fulfilling a long-standing promise with Your message of hope. 

Dwell with us now, surround us with your peace . 

Wait with us in the dark times.  

Inspire us with a new vision for the future .  

Triune God, reassure us that things will not always be this way. 

Help us to see that your Spirit is working to grow your kingdom among us now.  

Unite us, as together, we look for the glimmers of light where love and compassion are beginning to 

make a difference. 

Surround us with Your loving arms and fill us with Your peace now and in the days to come. AMEN 

mailto:flagminister@hotmail.com
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As we put together this festive newsletter, we do not know exactly what restrictions might be in place 

for Christmas 2020 but we can be sure that carols will be heard, if not live, then from TVs and radios. 

Here Brenda tells us of the story behind one of our best loved carols. 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is quite a story behind this popular carol; one with an especially interesting history involving four 

creative minds.  It took more than a century to develop in its present form.  

Charles Wesley, a leading Methodist, wrote over 6,000 hymns (words but no music). He wrote this 

hymn to be sung on Christmas day, 1739. His original words began ‘Hark! How all the welkin rings, 

Glory to the King of Kings’ (welkin meaning heaven). 

In 1753 George Whitefield, another leading Methodist, altered the first two lines to the familiar words 

we know today. 

 

Various tunes were tried, without success, including the tune to the Easter hymn: Christ the Lord is 

risen today, another of Charles Wesley’s hymns. 

Felix Mendelssohn lived in the next century. In 1840 he composed a cantata to commemorate the 

400th anniversary of Johann Gutenberg’s invention of moveable type printing. 

Fifteen years later William Hayman Cummings, a gifted musician and church organist, saw the 

possibility of combining Wesley’s words with Mendelssohn’s music.  He added a refrain, which repeats 

the first two lines of the carol: Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the new-born King. This was so 

that the words would fit the music. With a few more tweaks to words and music he produced the carol 

we know today.   

 

It is a pity that Wesley and Mendelssohn were not alive to hear Wesley’s magnificent hymn matched 

with Mendelssohn’s famous music. There is no doubt that the alterations to Wesley’s original text 

combined with Mendelssohn’s rousing tune have helped make this one of the most popular of all 

Christmas carols. 

Christmas is a memorable time of year and carols play a big part. We hear the same carols year after 

year so we know the words and music off by heart; we can sing them without even thinking. But do we 

ever stop to think about what we are singing? Or do we look on carols as just songs to be sung at 

Christmas?  

 

This Christmas take time to think about and reflect on the message the carols bring. Consider the 

words you say and the truths they proclaim 

Brenda Fox. 
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To keep with the Christmas theme, here is an article about the origins of Christingles. Wouldn’t it be 

lovely to have a Christingle service again in our Church? 

 

 

Christingles? 
 

The idea of Christingles came from a Moravian Church in Germany in 1747. The minister, John de 

Watteville, gave children at the service a lighted candle with a red ribbon around it. This represented 

Jesus being the light of the world and the final prayer of that first service was "Lord Jesus, kindle a 

flame in these children’s hearts, that theirs like Thine become". The custom went around the world with 

the church. Missionaries brought the Moravian Church to England in the late 1700s. In Moravian 

churches, the Christingle Service is usually held on the Sunday before Christmas or on Christmas Eve. 

 

 

Christingles weren’t made popular in the UK until 1968 when John Pensom,  known as "Mr Christingle", 

used them as a fundraising event for the Children's Society charity at a Church of England service. 

People didn't think the service would work as making the Christingles would be too complicated - but 

they were wrong! The custom has spread through to all kinds of churches and is one of the most 

common and popular Christmas services in the UK, especially among children. Christingles services 

still normally raise money for children's charities. 

 

The word Christingle could have come from several sources. It might be an 'English' version of 

'Christkindl' (meaning little Christ child), the present bringer in some parts of Germany and other 

European countries, who represents the baby Jesus. It could be a the putting together of the words 

'Christmas' and 'ingle'. Ingle is an old Scots word for fire and so that would make it mean the 'Christ 

Light'. As Christingles originally came from Germany, the first theory is more likely. 
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Christmas Quiz 

 

(Answers on page 23) 

 

 

 

1. Who was governor of Syria when Joseph and Mary went to be registered at Bethlehem? 

2. In which Gospel do we read of the shepherds hurrying to Bethlehem to see the Christ child? 

3. Traditionally the names of two of the three magi were Melchior and Caspar but what was the 

name of the third magi? 

4. Who wrote the Christmas carol In the Bleak Midwinter? 

5. What is the English title of the carol written in 1818 by the Austrian priest Josef Mohr? 

6. What is the English translation of the opening line Adeste fideles? 

7. Who wrote the Christmas carol O Little Town of Bethlehem? 

8. Who banned Christmas carols after the English civil war? 

9. In E. H. Sears’ carol, what came upon the midnight clear? 

10. In what film was the song “White Christmas” first sung in 1942? 

11. Who looked out on the feast of St. Stephen? 

12. What is the name of the cake traditionally eaten in Italy at Christmas? 

13. In Charles Dickens’ novel “A Christmas Carol”, who was Scrooge’s dead business partner? 

14. Which Dickensian character goes skating on Christmas Day and falls through the ice? 

15. Which British monarch made the first Christmas broadcast? 

16. Which famous scientist and mathematician was born on Christmas Day? 

17. What Christmas themed ballet was premiered in St. Petersburg in 1892? 

18. What traditional Christmas decoration is a parasitic plant? 

19. What well known Christmas carol became the first song ever broadcast from space in 1965? 

20. Which country started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree? 

21. What was the first company that used Santa Claus in advertising? 

22. Which US singer sang “All I Want for Christmas Is You” in 1994? 

23. Which popular Christmas pop song starts with the line “Are you hanging up your stocking on 

the wall”? 

24. What star sign would you be if you were born on Christmas Day”? 

25. In the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, how many pipers piping did my true love give to 

me? 

26. Which foreign city has donated a huge Christmas tree to the people of Britain every year 

since 1947, which is always displayed in Trafalgar Square? 

27. There are 365 days in a year. What number day is Christmas Day? 

28. How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas? 

29. What is traditionally lucky to find in your Christmas pudding? 

30. In what year was Band Aid’s song “Do they know it’s Christmas” was released? 

31. In which ocean is Christmas Island? 

32. Who originally sang the Christmas song “Mary’s Boy Child”? 

33. What indispensable item for the Christmas table did Tom Smith, a confectioner, invent? 

34. Which spice found in many Christmas dish’s or drinks, originally comes from the Moloken 

spice islands?  

35. What book opens with the line "Christmas won't be Christmas without any presents?" 
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NISCU - A Christmas book for every school 
 

One of the organisations our church supports is NISCU 

- the Northern Inter-schools Christian Union - an 

interdenominational Christian charity that exists to 

support children and young people who want to explore 

or to express a Christian faith in their local community. 

They work with Primary and Secondary Schools, and 

some Special Schools, and recently launched an 

appeal to enable them to achieve their goal of providing 

a lesson pack and free book about Christmas to every 

school in the region - over 70 schools. 

The Elders, members and friends of Garstang URC 

raised £200,00 for this appeal, and the packs and books 

were sent out in late November. 

Debbie Green from NISCU wrote to say: 

How wonderful, thank you so much. Can I assure you 

that any money over and above our needs for this book 

will go to doing a similar project at Easter? With the 

disappointment that we can't tour round our usual 30+ schools with the puppet roadshow comes this 

new encouragement that we are now able to give these lessons packs including the books and also 

Advent videos to every school (not just the 32 we could fit into the schedule last year) - so God is at 

work and using our limitations to do immeasurably more. Praise God! 

 

Lancaster & District Homeless Action Service 
 

Our friends at LDHAS have written to let us know that despite the current restrictions they still intend 

to operate a Christmas Shelter this year. They will provide much-needed Christmas meals and a safe 

place to enjoy time with other people (at a safe distance), but are prevented from offering overnight 

accommodation. 

 

Alongside this, LDHAS are planning for an increase in demand for their services in the months ahead, 

as the impact of the pandemic continues to affect businesses, employees and families. 

Of course, at this time of year we would usually be donating our loose change throughout Advent, but 

that will not be possible whilst we cannot meet together for worship. Last year, our church sent a 

donation of £500.00 to LDHAS in support of their important and compassionate work, and the Elders 

have launched an appeal in the hope that we will be able to send a similar sum in 2020. 

Members and friends can donate to this appeal by sending / delivering cash or cheques (payable to 

"Garstang URC") to 4 Windsor Court, Garstang, PR3 1DU, or making on-line or telephone bank 

transfers to the church's bank account (ask me for details if you need them). Gift Aid will be applied 

where available. The appeal will remain open until December 31st. The Elders ask for your generous 

support. 

 

Gordon Bell 
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We asked the Elders at Garstang and Forton for their thoughts on 2020 and their hopes for 2021. 

 

Elders Hopes for 2021 
 

David Ralphs 

What are my hopes for 2021? My immediate response to this is 

that we hope to have a better year than 2020. 

This year has been a very challenging year for most people 

because of the coronavirus. It has challenged parents with 

young children who could not play with their friends at nursery 

or at home. Older school children have missed friends at school 

and indeed had difficult learning situations with lessons online 

and other lessons missed. University and work placements have 

been far from normal and work people have suffered also. 

As for retired people they have not seen family and friends as 

much as they would have wished. The underlying worry for all has been that of catching Coronavirus 

and the possibility of dying from it. 

 

My hopes for 2021 are that when the vaccine(s) start to be distributed that much of the above will be 

improved, and that life will get back to some kind of new, but acceptable normality. 

This will not just happen but relies on everyone playing their part in whatever way they can. 

 

Take care, stay safe. 

Best wishes, David R 

 

Stella Clarke 

Remember to give thanks for three positive things each day; 

Not to procrastinate; 

Try to leave a light footprint on the earth; 

Pray for farmers, fishermen and all whose lives will be affected by Brexit. 

Stella 

 

Sally Watson 

As I look forward to 2021, I can’t help but look back to the beginning of 2020. We, like many others 

were looking forward to celebrating a significant anniversary; I had organised my preaching calendar 

with fewer commitments  to allow me to spend more time with the grandchildren as they often 

complained I was too tired after I had taken a service to do anything else . The pandemic meant no 

celebrations and more  free time than I could have envisaged but an inability to use it in the way I had 

planned. Instead I had more time to take up my hobbies which I hadn’t had time for with my busy dairy. 

Having more  time, to do as I liked, I was able to spend more time conversing with friends and family 

be it by phone, Zoom or even the occasional letter!! 

In 2021 I hope to use my time in equally positive ways. To continue using the gifts God has given me, 

even though I might look at them in a different light; to manage my time better so I can make the most 

of the fact that my grandchildren still want to spend time in my company. Most of all I pray that the 

community spirit that has been cultivated in many places this year ,where people have seen a need 

and responded to it, continues to grow stronger and spread like the lava from an exploding volcano. 

Sally 
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Mary Thornber 

A good friend recently asked me for my favourite text from the Bible. 

When I asked why, she told me that during the second lockdown she had designed an advent calendar 

with 24 little pockets and was asking her friends and family for their favourite text. She will write out 

each text with the name of the donor and pop it into one of the pockets. 

From the 1st December she will empty one pocket each morning, read the text and say a prayer for the 

friend who chose it. I thought this was a lovely idea and not as fattening as chocolate! 

What would your favourite text be? 

Romans Ch.15 v.13 was my contribution. “May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust 

in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 

My wish for us all for this coming year. 

Mary 

 

Susan Redmayne 

As we head into another year its customary to reflect on the past year and look forward to the new. 

This year especially it’s important to focus on tomorrow when we are all glad that yesterday has gone. 

Who knew what was in store as we heralded in 2020 it seems such a strange year looking back? I 

have a prayer which says ‘Its good we don’t know what is coming, good or not so good or we would 

only try to change it, help us Lord to put one foot in front of the other as we follow your lead to our 

tomorrows’. With this in mind we face the future with the strength and knowledge 

gained from the past year remembering that nothing can go so wrong that God 

cannot mend it and no-one so broken that God cannot renew them.   

I am a glass half full person so I look forward to 2021 with anticipation. There 

will be lots of events changed but we adapt and move on. There are lots of 

saying told by our fore bares two which spring to mind are: - ‘there is no such 

word as can’t and ‘tomorrow is another day’. 

Susan Redmayne   

 

Mabel Noblet 

2020 A year like no other. A year of sadness for me as I have not seen my husband John since 

March 20th, I know he is safe and well. 

In quiet moments along the canal towpath, within our church walls my thoughts turn to John and his 

friends within his four walls. My thoughts tend to go round and round hoping to make sense of the 

Pandemic and what it has done to families up and down our beautiful country. 

God Bless each and every one of you and may we all see a better 2021. 

Mabel Noblet.   

 

Joyce Holden 

In September, I was sent a picture from Canada of a 

quiet road lined with golden maple trees and leading 

to a lake. I thought of the road in front of my home and 

what it is like to travel along it. My road is a bus route, 

used by tractors, delivery vans, even heavy goods 

vehicles. It also sees walkers, cyclists and horse riders 

travelling up and down. In 2020, as well as observing 

the usual road rules, we have been expected to follow 

rules and restrictions to safeguard our health. 
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However, our belief in the best way to continue travelling along the right way is to experience what 

the disciples on the Emmaus road must have realised after their walk ended. Jesus had been with 

them all along the road. 

My hope for 2021 is that we experience the power of Jesus and the Holy Spirit wherever our road 

may lead.   

Joyce Holden 

 

 

Eco Church 
 

In the Spring our Church was awarded Silver Status as an Eco-Church. This is a significant recognition 

of the work that has been going on for a number of years, to “green” our life as a church, be that in 

managing our energy consumption, the way we manage our grounds, or in thinking about issues of 

climate change as part of our worship. 

A lot of the credit we got in the assessment for our Silver Award came from the work that we have been 

doing steadily over the last few years on our buildings: 

• Fitting LED lighting 

• Using renewable energy 

• Minimising water consumption 

The award also recognised our long-standing commitment 

to Fairtrade and our stewardship of our churchyard. 

The award is not the end of our journey, there is much more 

we can and should do as part of our mission as a 

congregation to demonstrate our stewardship of creation. 

As well as maintaining what we are already doing an 

important part of that next step will require us to think further about how we maintain a focus on these 

issues in our teaching and in our worship, and how we engage with others in our work to preserve the 

integrity of God’s creation. 

 

Some parts of the next stage of our journey, will require us to make commitments together as a church, 

for example about how we further use our land and buildings to demonstrate our commitments as an 

Eco Church. However, other things will require each of us to think about how we can do more as 

individuals and families to be responsible stewards of God’s creation. Some of this we may find easy 

and enjoyable, for example participating in the Big Garden Birdwatch on the last weekend of January. 

Others we may find more challenging as they will require us to think carefully about how our habits 

might need to change to help reduce the amount of greenhouse gases we use (our “Carbon Footprint”) 

or how we can reduce the amount of waste we produce and which can’t be recycled. 

 

As a starter, Daleen Ten Cate, our Mission Mentor and one of the Synod’s Green Apostles has shared 

with churches the next few pages which include a range of tips and ideas for having a “Green 

Christmas”. 

 

Mike Hart 

Eco Church Leader 
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A-Z of tips for a green Christmas 
 

Don't let your Christmas tree go into landfill this year - make sure it's recycled. Are you 

dreaming of a green Christmas? Follow our A-Z of tips and find out how you can enjoy 

the festive season without costing the earth.  

 

 

A is for artificial trees  

These are not necessarily greener - although they last for longer, they are made from plastic, not 

recyclable or from a renewable source and have probably been shipped great distances. There are 

also question marks over where they are made, and the labour used.  

 

B is for batteries 

New gifts at Christmas often mean that households go through a lot of batteries. Batteries contain toxic 

chemicals, do not biodegrade and are difficult to recycle. As an alternative, use rechargeable batteries. 

 

C is for ... 

Candles Paraffin candles are made from petroleum residue and are no good for your health or for the 

environment. Candles made from soy, beeswax or natural vegetable-based wax are more eco-friendly 

because they biodegrade and are smoke-free. 

Cards There are many places which will allow you to recycle their cards throughout January. With an 

average of 17 cards in the UK for every man, woman, and child, that's a lot of trees saved. Can you 

send an e-card instead? Purchase recycled or charity cards or cut up last year's and re-use them? 

Compost all your food peelings or get a wormery to help break down the vegetable food waste into 

rich soil nutrition.  

Clothes Over 80,000 tonnes of old clothes will be thrown away this Christmas. If you do get a new 

wardrobe, make sure you donate your old clothes to a local charity shop. 

Christmas trees Real trees are the eco-friendlier choice, if you consider where and how they have 

been grown. Don’t forget you can recycle your tree after Christmas.  

 

D is for ... 

Decorations Consider using recycled decorations or get creative and make your own. 

Defrost your freezer before Christmas It will work more efficiently and create more space to store 

leftover food, so that it doesn't go to waste.  

 

E is for eco-bags  

Use a cotton shopper bag instead of all that plastic.  

 

F is for food shopping  

By the time, the ingredients that make up the average British Christmas dinner arrive on our plates, 

they have travelled a combined distance of 49,000 miles. Turkeys from Europe, vegetables from Africa, 

wine from the southern hemisphere, cranberries from America - the turkey and trimmings add up to the 

equivalent of 6,000 car trips around the world, research from the University of Manchester has found. 

Buy local or buy less. Produce bought locally means you will be supporting small suppliers and the 

local community, while minimising your carbon footprint.  

Buy your fruit and vegetables loose and ditch all that wasteful plastic packaging. Make sure the goods 

that are packaged are made from recycled materials. 
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Buy drinks in bigger bottles rather than small ones. One large bottle generates less waste than several 

smaller ones. 

 

K is for keeping your curtains closed. 

This keeps heat in and saves energy and money. And with all those guests to entertain, more heat is 

going to be generated anyway. 

  

L is for lights  

Christmas tree lights left on for 10 hours a day over the 12 days of Christmas produce enough CO2 to 

inflate 12 balloons, so turn them off when they are not needed  

If you want to be more environmentally friendly, try switching to either LED lights, choosing lights that 

are powered by solar power or rechargeable batteries, or installing energy-saving bulbs to offset the 

energy usage. 

 

P is for ... 

Plastic-free Despite all the progress we’ve made in recent years we still use large amounts of plastic 

which then must go to landfill sites Instead use a cotton eco-shopper or take old plastic bags and reuse 

them. 

Presents Buy local or buy less. Each Christmas, 4,000 tonnes of products arrive from China. Presents 

bought locally means you will be supporting small suppliers and the local community, while minimising 

your carbon footprint. 

Do you have to buy gifts? Could you buy an "experience" instead? Try cinema tickets, club 

memberships, gift tokens. Sponsor an animal, buy them some rainforest to protect - but don't give them 

another unwanted gift which they will simply throw away.  

 

R is for recycle  

According to Recyclenow.com, English households will throw out an additional 3m tonnes - that's five 

sacks of rubbish per family - over the festive period. Much of this will be waste that could have been 

recycled. There are plenty of tips on which materials you can recycle and how on their website. 

 

T is for ... 

Turning off your appliances Turning your appliances off at the mains, rather than leaving them on 

standby saves large amounts of Electricity.  

Turning down the thermostat by 1C. Not only does this save carbon and money, but it’s also a good 

excuse to resurrect the themed Christmas jumper.  

 

U is for using the right-sized pan Use the right-sized pan for the vegetables you cook, and only boil 

the kettle with the amount of water you need.  

 

W is for wrapping.  

This constitutes one of the biggest Christmas wastes - the Department for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs estimates that last year's wasted paper would be enough to wrap up the Channel island 

of Guernsey. If we all recycled just half of the 8,000 tonnes produced, we'd save 25,000 trees. Try 

wrapping your presents in brown or recycled paper, recycled foil, or newspaper, and using string or 

raffia (made from bark which regenerates) to tie it up.  

 

So, what will you be doing this Christmas? Have you got any more tips? 
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Rotary Shoebox scheme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past months of the pandemic I am sure many of you will have been wondering what has 

happened about the shoeboxes. 

 

I know  people are still knitting! But not able to meet, it’s been difficult to continue collecting. Also, 

earlier this year we heard there was a problem with the Southport. collection centre. However,  a new 

centre in Oldham is now open to receive the boxes. 

Last month David and I filled 30 boxes with items collected by Garstang and the churches of our 

Partnership. Some items still remain, but not enough to fill any more boxes at the moment.  

 

Sadly, after being in Tier 3 we are now in lockdown and have stricter  restrictions on our meeting 

together. We may not be able to resume filling our boxes until next year. 

Nevertheless, I’d like to  thank you for your continued support, and for continuing to collect  and knit at 

home over this period. 

 

While filling the boxes I did notice that we are very short of adult hats and gloves, and children’s toys, 

notebooks and crayons.  But as soon as the “new normal” arrives and we are allowed to meet together 

to fill the boxes again,  I will make a full list of all the  items we still need. 

 

Keep well and keep safe, and have a blessed and peaceful Christmas. 

 

Best wishes 

Pauline  
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Christmas Quiz Answers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks from the Editors 
 

We hope you enjoy this bumper Christmas edition of your newsletter and want to thank everyone who 

has sent in their contributions. Without them we wouldn’t have a newsletter. A special thanks to them 

and a happy and peaceful Christmas to all our readers. Marion & Crispin. 

 

 

Christmas Past 
 

To end this newsletter, we have included some photos of Christmas’s past. Memories of lockdown will 

fade and hopefully we will return to a better world able to celebrate Christmas together. 

You never know, it might even snow.  

 

 

 

14. Mr. Pickwick 

15. George V 

16. Sir Isaac Newton 

17. The Nutcracker 

18. Mistletoe 

19. Jingle Bells 

20. Germany 

21. Coca-Cola 

22. Mariah Carey 

23. Merry Christmas 

Everybody by Slade 

24. Capricorn 

25. Eleven 

 

26. Oslo 

27. 359 

28. Deep and crisp 

and even. 

29. A sixpence 

30. 1984 

31. Indian ocean 

32. Harry Belafonte  

33. The Christmas 

cracker 

34. Clove 

35. Little Women 

 

1. Quirinius 

2. Luke 

3. Balthazar 

4. Christina Rossetti 

5. Silent Night 

6. come all ye faithful 

7. Phillips Brooks 

8. Oliver Cromwell 

9. that glorious song of old 

10. Holiday Inn 

11. Good King Wenceslas 

12. Panettone 

13. Jacob Marley 
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              Children’s nativity play 2007.                                Forton’s Crib Festival from 2018. 

 

 

 

      Christmas Tree Festival at Garstang URC.                            Garstang’s Advent candles. 

 

 

 

                Church Christmas Fair 2011                                        Church Christmas Fair 2012 
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